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Two Bachelor Completion Degrees in Early Childhood Coming to Southern Maryland Higher Education Center (SMHEC)  

Two long awaited Bachelor’s Completion Degree programs are coming to the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center located at 44219 Airport Road, California MD in Fall 2010. Washington Adventist University, formerly Columbia Union College, will offer the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies in Early Childhood/ Special Education, a dual teacher certification program. They also will offer a Bachelor in Liberal Studies in Early Care and Education, which is ideal for the 967 child care programs in the southern Maryland Tri-County area.

On November 19, 2009 the two programs were approved by the SMHEC Board of Governors. The two degrees are designed for students who transfer in at least 56 credits. Students will be able to complete the bachelor degrees within two years. Courses are accelerated and rely on students working full-time in an education or child care and education setting appropriate to their major. 
Full tuition, fees and books will be covered by MSDE scholarships for students employed in a licensed setting with children, for up to 20 degree candidates. Students should make plans now to fill in courses needed for the 56 credits.
For more information on the two programs contact Dr. Davenia Lea at 301-891-4535. To be put on an email list to be notified about upcoming Information Sessions call Dr. Cynthia Shoemaker at 301-737-2500 ext. 204. Or you can check www.smhec.org.  Representatives from these Early Childhood degree programs will be present at the March 25, 2010 SMHEC Open House from 4 to 7 p.m. 
The Southern Maryland Higher Education Center was established by legislation in 1994. Over 90 academic programs are currently offered at SMHEC’s high-tech, centrally-located campus, providing the growing workforce in Southern Maryland with unprecedented access to higher education opportunities. 
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