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Towson University Information Session set for Wed., May 6, 5-6 p.m.  New MS in Math Education Degree Coming to SMHEC
Towson University at the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center will be holding an Information Session for the Master of Science in Math Education on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 from 5:00-6:00 p.m. at SMHEC. All courses are to be offered in the evenings at the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center, at 44219 Airport Rd. California, MD.
The Master of Science in Mathematics Education program at Towson University provides mathematics teachers with advanced study in mathematics, mathematics education and three broad-based education courses available already at SMHEC.  The program offers teachers additional experience in higher-level mathematics to enhance their teaching with additional depth and breadth of content.  At the same time, it strengthens their background in the school mathematics curriculum, instructional practices, assessment and technology.  It also provides teachers with a relevant way of satisfying their in-service requirements for professional advancement.
The Middle School Track, which will be offered to the first cohort, is designed to target current and future middle school mathematics teachers. Many of these teachers only took mathematics courses required for elementary school certification. It is clear that such a limited mathematics preparation is not sufficient for teaching middle school mathematics at the level needed in southern Maryland with the current needs for science, technology, engineering and math preparation for STEM programs.  

The primary components of this 36 credit program are both mathematics content and mathematics education courses. Middle school mathematics teachers must have a strong mathematics preparation and need to understand deeply the mathematics they teach. Middle school mathematics teachers also need to be life-long mathematics learners. Moreover, they can learn mathematics concepts and skills that are meaningful and taught in the manner that reflects exemplary mathematics teaching.  The Secondary Education Track in this M.S. program will be available at SMHEC at a later date.
The criteria for admitting students to the proposed program will be identical to the criteria for on-campus graduate students. The applicant should be a certified elementary/middle school teacher and have an undergraduate degree in elementary education or the equivalent with a minimum undergraduate grade point average of 3.00 for full admission and 2.50 for conditional admission. All GPA calculations for admission are based upon the last 60 credits of undergraduate and post-baccalaureate study.

The next cohort will begin the program in Fall 2009, with courses starting in September. Those who have applied, are planning to apply, or are simply interested in finding about more are invited to attend the Information Session Wednesday, May 6.  A brief overview of the program will be followed by a question-and-answer session, including information on the application process.  Please contact Dr. Wei Sun, Graduate Program Director, at 410-704-4921 or wsun@towson.edu for more information. The first course this fall will be MTED 611, “Algebra for Middle School Teachers”.
OPEN HOUSE Scheduled at SMHEC Thursday, April 16, 4-7 p.m.

Representatives of over 90 academic programs being presented at the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center, including this M.S. in Math Education, will be at the Center's Open House Thursday, April 16, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

All of the classes for these programs are presented at the Center, including five doctorates, in engineering and education, 47 masters' degrees in engineering, education, management, counseling, and more, and 16 bachelor's completion degrees in engineering, management, nursing, entrepreneurship, and information systems management.

Reservations are not required to attend the Open House. Classes at SMHEC are offered during evening hours and some on Saturdays and weekends. This is your opportunity to make your next move, invest in yourself, and advance your career without driving to far-off campuses.  

Higher education is available in right here in southern Maryland. 
SMHEC is a state institution supported by the three county governments in St. Mary's, Calvert and Charles counties. All residents of the Tri-county area are invited to learn more about these academic programs, Thursday, April 16, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center’s campus. The SMHEC campus is located ½ mile off Route 235 in the Wildewood Technology and Professional Park, California, five miles north of the Naval Air Station Patuxent River, 22 miles south of Prince Frederick, and 35 miles south of Waldorf.

For additional information call Dr. Cynthia Shoemaker at SMHEC at 301-737-2500, or visit the website at www.smhec.org. 

The specific areas of study – engineering, education, counseling, and management – the high caliber of the SMHEC university partners and academic programs, and convenient location are hallmarks of the Center.  Prior to the establishment of SMHEC Southern Maryland residents had to commute out of the region to take these courses and to earn their graduate degrees and some Bachelors degrees.  SMHEC is putting quality academic programs where the people are. 

Working with leadership at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Indian Head NSWC, public school administrators, economic development agencies, and the technology and defense support community, SMHEC selects specific academic programs and universities to meet the professional development needs of Southern Maryland.  
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