Southern Maryland

   44219 Airport Road, California, MD 20619
Higher Education

                   301.737.2500   admin@smhec.org
Center



                             www.smhec.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
          October 9, 2008
Contact:

Dr. Cynthia Shoemaker, University Programs Coordinator

301-737-2500 ext. 204, e-mailto:cshoemaker@smhec.org/
NEW Start for Capitol College MBA and Bachelor’s Completion Degree for B.S. in Bus. Administration Planned for SMHEC in Spring 2009 
Information Assurance and Technology Focus MBA Coming to SMHEC
The Capitol College programs at the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center are pleased to announce a new start for their Masters in Business Administration degree with specializations in Information Assurance, Information Technology, Leadership, and Technology Management Law and Policy, which will begin in the Spring Semester 2009.  Interested persons should contact Dean Helen Barker at 301-369-2800 ext. 3025.  More information on this degree and the Bachelor’s completion program in Business Administration, which will also have a new start in January, is available at www.capitol-college.edu/.  Representatives of the programs will be at the SMHEC Open House, Thursday, November 6, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  SMHEC is located at 44219 Airport Road, California, MD.

The Master of Business Administration (MBA) program is designed to support professionals who are seeking credentials necessary to qualify for management and leadership positions, both in government and industry. MBA core coursework and projects focus on developing leadership skills, enhancing understanding of new technologies, strengthening a student’s ability to use technology to solve business problems, and understanding the process of innovation. Specialization options include leadership, information assurance, information technology, or technology management law and policy. An additional specialization option emphasizing acquisition in the federal government and DoD contracting arena is under development. Students complete the 36-39 credit hour program through a combination of accelerated 8-week terms and 16-week semesters. The Information Assurance (IA) specialization course titles include Network Systems Security Concepts, Internal Protection, and Malicious Software.
Since 80% or more of the businesses in the Tri-County area are small businesses, according to the Economic Summit in 2006 hosted by the Charles County Chamber of Commerce, more education in this field is needed. All three Chambers of Commerce and the leadership of the St. Mary’s County Business Education Community Alliance have expressed a need for upper-division academic programming leading to a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration.
The bachelor's degree in business administration (BA) curriculum provides students with the knowledge necessary to integrate business, analytical and decision-making skills into a culturally, politically, socially and demographically diverse environment. Graduates will bring to the workplace the ability to effectively apply the acquired skills and knowledge (theory, tools and models) to everyday work situations of current or future employers.

The goals of the program are to give students an understanding of how public and private sector organizations function effectively and efficiently. Students will develop a clear picture of how business areas work together to achieve organizational success in a global environment. Required course content builds a solid foundation that includes management, marketing, accounting, finance, information technology and human resource management. The combined required and elective courses provide students with a breadth of skills important in today’s technology-driven business climate.

As most of the students at SMHEC are part-time, based on the part-time status, the program assumes that two courses (either face-to-face or hybrid) would be offered per semester. This schedule and sequence would mean 10 semesters to complete the bachelor’s degree after the associate’s. However, students wishing to progress more quickly could take courses online, and/or if student demand justifies, the onsite schedule could be adjusted. 

Information will be available at the SMHEC Open House, Thursday, November 6, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Please call Dr. Cynthia Shoemaker at 301-737-2500 ext. 204, or call the Capitol College Dean of Business Programs, Dr. Helen Barker at 301-369-2800 ext. 3025.  The Capitol College website is www.capitol-college.edu.
  
The SMHEC campus is located at 44219 Airport Road, in the Wildewood Technology Park, California Maryland. All of the classes for the over 90 academic programs are presented at the Center, including 47 Master’s degrees and four doctorates in engineering and education, with a fifth Executive Leadership in Human and Organizational Learning Doctoral Program set to start in Spring 2009 from George Washington University.
For additional information call SMHEC at 301-737-2500, or visit the website at www.smhec.org. 
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