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UMUC Bachelor’s Completion BSBA Degree for B.S. in Bus. Admin.  at SMHEC Successfully Recruited
Small Business Management & Entrepreneurship Emphasis BSBA Coming to SMHEC
The Southern Maryland Higher Education Center has successfully recruited a Bachelor’s Completion Program with an emphasis in Entrepreneurship and Small Business Management from the University of Maryland, University College. The courses in the new emphasis will start being offered in the Spring 2009 Semester. 
Since 80% or more of the businesses in the Tri-County area are small businesses, according to the Economic Summit in 2006 hosted by the Charles County Chamber of Commerce, more education in this field is needed. There has been no B.S. degree completion degree with this emphasis in Southern Maryland.  All three Chambers of Commerce and the leadership of the St. Mary’s County Business Education Community Alliance have expressed a need for upper-division academic programming leading to a bachelor’s degree for individuals operating and managing small businesses.
As most of the students at SMHEC are part-time, based on the part-time status, the program assumes that two courses (either fully face-to-face or hybrid) would be offered per semester, following the sequence offered. This schedule and sequence would mean 10 semesters to complete the bachelor’s degree after the associate’s. However, students wishing to progress more quickly could take courses online, and/or if student demand justifies, the onsite schedule could be adjusted. 

Information will be available at the SMHEC Open House, Thursday, November 6, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Please call Dr. Cynthia Shoemaker at 301-737-2500 ext,204, to be on a group email list if you are interested in the program, or call the UMUC Coordinator at SMHEC Ms. Leesa Orton, at extension 215.
UMUC’s Bachelor of Science degree in business administration provides the broad context needed by small business owners, and allows for a more specialized focus on small business within the degree. The business administration curriculum includes studies in various business functions including human resource management and general business management. Learning objectives include analytical and communication skills, key concepts and theories, leadership and team management, and use of information technology to analyze problems and develop plans. 

The integrated emphasis in small business and entrepreneurship is designed for the student interested in specific knowledge about small businesses and entrepreneurship. Students pursuing this emphasis will be exposed to theory about small business management and entrepreneurship. The courses included in the emphasis are ones that will provide students with the requisite knowledge about small business management and basic understanding about starting, operating, and managing small businesses and entrepreneurial ventures.  Topics in this business emphasis include the following: small business start-up and development, business financing, and small business management.

The student completing the emphasis in Small Business Management and Entrepreneurship will be able to:

· analyze the challenges associated with entrepreneurship and small business operation

· comprehend theories pertaining to small business management and entrepreneurialship

· identify the essential steps in small business startup and successful operation

· use knowledge gained from studying theories about small business management and entrepreneurship to start and manage small business ventures

The courses listed articulate the B.S. in business administration to the CSM associate’s degree with letter of recognition in small business management. All courses listed, including the CSM courses, would be fully applicable to UMUC degrees.

The small business and entrepreneurship emphasis courses in the degree program for 16 credits, include one course for one credit and all others for three credits. These are: BMGT 325 The Small-Business Plan for 1 credit; FINC 311 Managing New Ventures; BMGT 339 Government and Business Contracting; BMGT 375 Procurement Management; FINC 410 Managing Entrepreneurial Ventures; BMGT 487 Project Management I. Additional recommended courses for electives include: BMGT 313 Women as Entrepreneurs; BMGT 304  Managing E-Commerce in Organizations; and BMGT 488 Project Management II.   

  
The SMHEC campus is located at 44219 Airport Road, in the Wildewood Technology Park, California Maryland. All of the classes for the academic programs are presented at the Center, including 47 Master’s degrees and four doctorates in engineering and education, with a fifth Executive Leadership Doctoral Program set to start in Spring 2009 from George Washington University.
For additional information call SMHEC at 301-737-2500, or visit the website at www.smhec.org. 
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